Twenty-ninth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

October 18, 2026

Turn your ear to me, Lord,
and hear me!

[;TT ‘ Masses For The Week

Sun 18 Twenty-Ninth Sun in Ordinary Time

09:00 am +Gilbert & June Leyendecker (Sandra Leyendecker)
For Rain (Belia Flores)

Thr 22 Weekday

12:05pm +Gilbert & June Leyendecker (Sandra Leyendecker)

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christ’s response to the false dilemma put to
him by the Pharisees reveals that, though we
owe obedience to just laws and rightful
authority, we must also give to God what
belongs to God. And what does belong to God?
Our very lives. The effects of original sin entice
us to withhold some part of ourselves from God,
but Saint Paul reminds us: ““You were chosen by
God our Father.” And the Lord says: “I have
called you by your name, though you knew me
not. I am the Lord and there is no other.” Thus,
the one to whom we owe everything is not a
tyrannical ruler, but our Creator who loves us.

The Sanctuary Candle

This Week will be Burning for
+All Souls in Purgatory (Sandra Leyendecker)

Good News!

October 18, 2026
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Isaiah 45:1, 4—6 / 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b / Matthew
22:15-21

ANN M. GARRIDO

Jesus had to know something was up when both the Phar-
isees and the Herodians approached him together. Phari-
sees and Herodians were never together. Herodians sur-
vived by cooperating with the Roman Empire. The Phari-
sees found such cooperation an affront to God’s law.

“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”
they asked. It was a trap. If he answered “no,” the Hero-
dians could report him to the Romans for fomenting re-
bellion. If he answered “yes,” the crowd watching would
see Jesus as a sellout to an unpopular foreign power. But
Jesus did not take the bait. He refused to give a “yes” or a
“no,” instead allowing onlookers to see that his Pharisee
and Herodian challengers were carrying the Roman coin
in their pockets—hence participating in the Roman econ-
omy—whereas he did not even possess the coin they were
asking about. He was living and working for a different
ruler altogether. Their question was outside his realm of
concern.

So often we, too, can find ourselves trapped in heated
political conversations where questions are asked in such a
way that they seem to allow only a yes-or-no answer. The
askers want to reveal, “Are you with us or are you against
us?” as if there are no other options. As followers of Je-
sus, we know that there are issues of ultimate concern for
us—battle hills worth dying on.” Jesus himself had one:
Calvary. But Jesus himself did not feel as if he needed to
take a stand on every hot political issue of his day. Some-
times he sidestepped those conversations. So can we. ®
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LET US PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH
Cristina Zarate, Mina Aldaco, Ramona Alaniz, Edna
Flores, Ana Maria Finley, Mary G. Finley, Margarita
Inocencio, Lucia Rodriguez, Maria Teresa Cassiano, Dotty
Guffey, Rodrigo Medina, Armando Colchado, Elida
Aldaco, Michelle Angela Nelson and Renee Chapa.

ALL SOULS DAY
REMEMBRANCE

Pick up your All Souls Day Mass
Remembrance envelopes located
in the entrances of the church.
Please deposit them in the collection
basket. All Souls Day will be celebrated on November 2,
2026, Monday, at 12:05 p.m. Remember to include
deceased loved ones. Thank you

MASS INTENTION BOOK FOR THE
YEAR 2027
On Tuesday, November 3, 2026, the
Mass Intention Book for 2027 will
open. During the first week, the
= faithful are limited to only three
|nd|V|duaI intentions. During the second week, another
three intentions will be allowed. After the third week you
may choose as many dates that are available. The
purpose of limiting is to give all the parishioners an
opportunity to get an intention for their loved ones. If you
have intentions you would like to offer during a Mass,
please bring them to the Parish Office. NO intentions will
be accepted by phone. All intentions must be made in
person (Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday: 9a-12p &
1:30p-4:00p). Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
Thank you. Fr. Nolasco.

SANCTUARY CANDLE FOR THE YEAR
2027

Anyone interested in making a $10.00
donation to have the Sanctuary Candle
burning weekly in memory of a loved one or
for a special intention may do so in person
in the Parish Office during regular hours on
or after November.

MASS

Dear Padre

October 18, 2026

What does it mean when it says we’re in Cycle A
or B or C? Or Years | and lI?

When the bishops of the Church at the Second Vat-
ican Council in 1963 called for a revision of our litur-
gy, they asked that “"The treasures of the Bible...be
opened up more lavishly, so that richer fare may be
provided for the faithful at the table of God's word.
In this way, a more representative portion of the holy
Scriptures will be read to the people in the course of a
prescribed number of years” (Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy, 51).

At Sunday Masses, the Scriptures are divided up
over three years (called Years A, B, and C). At these
Masses, the gospel is the primary reading. The first
reading, taken from the Old Testament, and the re-
sponsorial psalm touch upon the same theme as the
gospel. In the Easter season, the first reading is tak-
en from the Acts of the Apostles. The second reading
follows consecutive passages from the letters of Paul
or the other apostles, independent of the other read-
ings.

At weekday Masses, most of the Bible is read over
a period of two years. Odd-numbered years are Year
|, and even-numbered years are Year Il.

All of this should help us open those treasures that
the Church says are ours in the Scriptures. ®

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Give to the LORD
you fa ies of nations

the GLORY clue lus NAME!
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Last Sunday’s Collection
Envelopes: $ 1,413.00
Loose: $ 21.00
Children’s Envelopes: $ 1.60

Total Sunday Collection. $ 1,435.60

Total Expenses Last Week: $ 258.75

The Pharisees
asked Jesus,
“Teacher, tell us,
is it lawful

to pay tax

to Caesar or not?”

And Jesus said to them
Repay to Caesar what

and to GOD what
belongs to GOD

Among all
peoples, give
the LORD
glory and
honor.
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